           Kent County Bowling Association



[image: image1.jpg]


















               Hon. Secretary: Rick Travers









25 Vale View Road









Aylesham


President: Ian King




Canterbury








Kent CT3 3DB

      1911-2011











Tel: 07737 532306










email: secretarykcba@gmail.com
       






Men’s Section Secretary’s Report 2022
Another outdoor season completed some ups and downs, but we here in Kent are used to the highs and lows of our wonderful game. We are extremely blessed with some top international players both past and present among our number, representing our County at the very highest level one day, then back representing their respective clubs the next. I should like to personally offer my thanks to the players for the time and dedication they give freely, and travelling such long distances to keep Kent foremost in the Country, able to compete against and defeat other players and Counties at the very top level, the County and the Officers are proud of you all.

I should like to thank President Ian King for his work on behalf of our County, representing us all and speaking on our behalf at the many events we have been involved in. I also wish to thank the County Officers for their support and help throughout the season, the many competitions and competitive events our County is involved in is incredible, Middleton Cup, Home Counties League, Balcombe Trophy, Divisional Competitions including quarter semi and finals, the County competition quarter semis and finals, these along with County Friendlies, President & Council matches, Past Presidents Matches, and of course a full programme for the Under 25s section, organising and ensuring they run as smoothly as possible is a huge task, undertaken willingly and with enthusiasm, I feel honoured and privileged to do my small part, to support and work alongside you all is my pleasure.

I have had the privilege to once again visit and to play at many clubs throughout our County, on behalf of the County I thank all those clubs who have invited us to visit them during the season along with all those wonderful clubs who have allowed the County to use their greens and facilities for our matches and competitions, we have enjoyed meeting you all and look forward to returning in the future.
Competitions and Championships
Our Match and Competition Secretary has circulated his report and mentioned all the things I was going to put in my report regarding our successes in 2022, I have to thank Chris for a job well done and a report that out shone anything I could have put together, so it just leaves me to add my thanks to Chris the players and our fellow officials who have once again shown our County is the equal to any other.
Merit Certificates

Once again, I would like to mention this item in my report. We do appreciate the work and dedication of those involved in keeping our clubs running smoothly and efficiently. Each year the County award these certificates to people nominated by their clubs, the awards are not given lightly, and there is a strict criterion that must be met for consideration of an award. We ask that clubs considering nominating a member or members for this award please ensure the criteria is fully met, and that you fully indicate why the County should consider making this award. 

A certificate of merit will be awarded by the Association to a person who has given a minimum of 15 years’ service to their club in any capacity. Applications containing a brief citation and signed by two club officers, must be submitted to the appropriate Section Honorary Secretary by 1st July. No more than two submissions per club per year will be permitted. A maximum of 30 certificates will be awarded annually. Each Section will scrutinise their applications and submit an agreed list of recipients to the Management Committee for ratification. Presentations will be made at the Annual General meeting of the Association and the name of each recipient will appear in the Roll of Honour listed on our website.
Recruitment
The Bowls England Big Bowls Weekend will run from Friday 26th to Monday 29th May 2023.

The inclusion of the Bank Holiday (Monday 29th May) will provide clubs with greater flexibility to arrange their event and benefit from the national marketing campaign.

More information will be available to clubs early in 2023 on the Bowls England website, however at this stage we encourage you to give some thought to days/times that clubs can put aside to welcome new participants.

In particular, feedback has shown that the most successful clubs have generally concentrated effort on a single event during the period rather than spreading resources across the four days.

The 2022 event generated some incredible feedback from people who had never picked up a bowl before and it is hoped that 2023 will be similarly successful. The County unfortunately doesn’t have the data to show just how successful this initiative has been in Kent, but we are hopeful that this will come to light when membership numbers are declared early in 2023. The Big Bowls Bash was taken up by just two clubs within our County and again to date no data showing whether or not this has been successful has been received.
Competition Bye-Laws and Regulations

The regulations and bye laws are those that have been put forward over time and are subject to change each year, anyone can ask for a change to a regulation or bye law, a club member can ask his club committee to agree and put forward to the County any change, this includes competition rules, bye-laws, these will then be fully investigated and decided upon by our elected Council of Delegates along with the County Officers. The full list of committee and Council members is available on the County website, each Officer is elected to go forward for annual election at the full KCBA AGM, and each member of Council is elected at the Divisional Annual General Meetings, any affiliated member of our section can stand for election to Council of Delegates, any affiliated member can stand for election to any Office, except President this position is filled by natural progression, so every position is available each year.
A change to Bye-Law 3 now reads:

3a) The official entry form, which includes specific instructions for its completion, must be

used for making all entries to the competitions. Entry fees must accompany the entry form.

3b) No person may allow his name to be submitted, or play, for more than one Club or

County, in any one year, in ANY of the County Competitions.

3c) In team competitions (pairs, triples, fours) all players must be affiliated players of the

same club.

3d) If a player, after entering the county competitions, moves to another club in the same

Division before the season commences, his entries may, at the discretion of the Divisional

Secretary, transfer to the new club and matches played out of that club, depending on any

sub-division of the area involved. It will be the responsibility of the entrant to notify all

opponents of the change in the first & all subsequent rounds and any game failing to take

place due to non-compliance will result in the player / team defaulting.

3e) In a case where circumstances prevent the named entrant being able to play the

competitions entered it is permissible for the entry / entries (excluding singles) to pass to

affiliated playing members of the club from which the entry was received. In such

circumstances a substitute player will be allowed if needed in subsequent rounds. Under no

circumstances will an originally named entrant be allowed to play in another team entered

in the Pairs, Triples, Fours & Over 55 Fours.

If either circumstance described in 3d & 3e arises the Divisional Secretary must be notified

no later than 1st May.
1. Dress Code Change of Rule
Players representing the County Association at all levels including the quarter, semi and finals of the county competitions are required to report to the responsible match officer having changed ready for

play. For County Representative and County Friendly games the official county shirt will be worn together with approved BE white shorts or white trousers. For the final stages of the County

Competitions registered club shirts or white shirt with collar can be worn together with approved BE shorts or approved coloured trousers / whites. In team games all players must wear the same style

clothing. Approved bowling shoes must be worn on all occasions. Any team not appearing in the same style clothing will be disqualified from the relevant competition.
Conclusion
I am looking forward to the 2023 season with optimism and enthusiasm. Amongst us we have so many good people working on our behalf, people who are always ready to go that little bit further than is required of them, in our teams we have some of the best players in the Country, giving their time and expertise to ensure that whatever Competition we are involved in, our County is a force to be reckoned with. 

I look forward to meeting so many good friends again in 2023, both playing with them and against them in the various matches and competitions in which I am privileged to be involved.
I look forward to once again serving as Secretary and working with so many hard-working Club Secretaries and County Officers to ensure we all enjoy the very best season possible.

I wish you all good luck, good health and good bowling.

Rick Travers
